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As a student Education is a fundamental right for all people, women and men, of all ages, 
throughout the world.... Every person -- child, youth and adult -- shall be able to benefit from educational 
opportunities designed to meet their basic learning needs.... to be able to survive, to develop their full 
capacities, to live and work in dignity.... to improve the quality of their lives, to make informed decisions.  

 
"Education is empowerment. It is the key to establishing and reinforcing democracy, to 

development which is both sustainable and humane and to peace founded upon mutual respect and social 
justice. Indeed, in a world in which creativity and knowledge play an ever greater role, the right to 
education is nothing less than the right to participate in the life of the modern world." 

 
 Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the 

strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.  

Human rights can only be achieved through an informed and continued demand by people for 
their protection. Human rights education promotes values, beliefs and attitudes that encourage all 
individuals to uphold their own rights and those of others. It develops an understanding of everyone's 
common responsibility to make human rights a reality in each community. Human rights education 
constitutes an essential contribution to the long-term prevention of human rights abuses and represents an 
important investment in the Endeavour to achieve a just society in which all human rights of all persons 
are valued and respected.  

Every woman, man, youth and child has the human right to education, training and information, 
and to other fundamental human rights dependent upon realization of the human right to education.  

"Education is a human right and an essential tool for achieving the goals of equality, development 
and peace.... Actions to be taken: ... Advance the goal of equal access to education by taking measures to 
eliminate discrimination in education at all levels on the basis of gender, race, language, religion, national 
origin, age or disability, or any other form of discrimination. 

 


