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Media blackout refers to the censorship of news related to a certain topic, for any 
reason. A media blackout may be voluntary, or may in some countries be enforced by the 
government or state. A news blackout is the concerned authorities' direct withholding of 
information which journalists need for their reports. The decision of the authorities could 
be in the context of protecting their own interests or of upholding the general welfare of 
society. Because of this, it is necessary for those in power to explain well the reasons for 
imposing a news blackout. They should also clearly state up to when it will last, if ever. 
It is very hard to define "national security" or "public interest" in imposing a news 
blackout. This explains why having a news blackout may not necessarily be for the good 
of the people. During the time of Martial Law (1972-1986), for example, state repression 
was evident (e.g. in the form of human rights violations and enactment of anti-people 
laws) but the Marcos administration opted to prohibit the reportage of sensitive issues (i.e. 
those that put the government in a bad light). While it's true that the government has the 
right to protect the country, media have an obligation to bring to the public's attention 
important issues (even if these are against the government like human rights violations, 
corruption and abuse of power). It is so easy for some officials to invoke the public 
interest in imposing a news blackout. But there are times when the statements they give 
are just empty rhetoric. In reality, they are only thinking of their own interests. The thing 
that matters most of the people is to know and be updated every time.  
Human rights on peace and order 
 

In a democratic polity, which is founded on the bedrock of rule of law, 
maintenance of peace and order assumes paramount importance. Public order is 
synonymous with peace, safety and tranquility of the community.  Maintenance of public 
order is a core function of governance. Owing to the transformation of the social structure, 
the crime rate has risen under the impact of fast and sometimes conflicting changes. 
Recent trends in the types of crime have been toward economic and intellectual crime and 
organized protection rackets. What matters me most is  Maintaining peace and order has 
a great impact in our economy. Like for instance we can easily invite business in our 
cities and establish their business.  

 
By simply maintaining peace and order in our society. By having a Good 

patrolling and understanding of the causes of crime are two points of emphasis In 
Philippines crime-fighting policy. The police force has been well organized in a flexible 
structure and equipped with high mobility to actively prevent and reduce crime. Current 
aims are to track down and stamp out infractions by special purpose businesses, eliminate 
factors that affect social order, wipe out trade in human beings, and improve social mores; 
tighten security check at airports, sea ports and fishing ports by improving the security 
check equipment and intensifying such work; look for wanted criminals; increase the 



gathering of information on economic crimes; keep track of financial flows; and prevent 
smuggling, tax evasion and bootlegging to stabilize the economic order. The police have 
also been engaged in improving traffic safety throughout Taiwan, district by district. The 
government is determined to strictly enforce traffic laws, augment towing equipment, 
improve traffic police training, strengthen security measures, maintain order at 
assemblies and marches, preserve order at elections, increase intensity of traffic patrols, 
strictly enforce parking regulations, plan street parking measures, and promote public 
participation in maintaining traffic order. 
 
 


