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“Peace is more important than all justice; and peace was not made for the sake of 

justice, but justice for the sake of peace”, a saying written by Martin Luther, for us to live 
by. And according to the Webster’s Dictionary, peace is referred as a condition that exists 
when nations or other groups are not fighting; friendly relations between individuals, 
untroubled by dispute.  
  

These days, we can observe that our country is in the midst of conflict. More 
specifically, Zamboanga City is not as safe as it was before. Let us include the bombings 
and the uncounted bomb threats, plus Zamboanga’s neighboring island, the province of 
Basilan. Let us also add the attack of terrorists and rebels in our neighboring islands, 
which scare and frighten the people. And in these cases, I can say that the peace and 
order in Zamboanga Peninsula is not as what the Webster’s Dictionary is referring to.  
 

As a second year college student of Universidad de Zamboanga, I believe that I 
have the right to help in the assessment of peace and order in my place. Each one of us 
has his/her own right to have peace. It is a basic right to want peace. Even if I’m just a 
student, I know I can help assessing peace and order in my place by joining peace 
organizations such as Silsillah Dialogue Movement or Peace Advocates Zamboanga. And 
by joining organizations like these, you will be involve in activities such as seminars, 
workshops, conference and camps, that will help you understand the society and how you 
could help in the assessment of peace and order. Of course, outputs from what you 
learned in such activities are expected, and in this way, you’ll be able to help your 
locality in your own way. 

 
In my own view, assessment of the peace and order in my locality is not as easy 

as that since the people of Zamboanga City are from different classes and races. We have 
the Chavacanos, the Tausugs, the Visayan, the Sama, and other minorities. And I think 
that one way of maintaining the peace and order here is through good verbal 
communication, more patience, more understanding and more respect. If we have these, 
people of different tribes will no longer quarrel and be in conflict. People of different 
tribes, races or religions might not at first attain these, but somehow, through constancy, 
determination and patience, we might as well achieve peace.  
 

Lastly, “Peace is a choice, and it has nothing with what other people do or 
think” –Gerald G. Jampolsky. 
 
“ If there is light in the soul, there will be beauty in the person. If there is beauty in the 
person, there will be harmony in the house. If there is harmony in the house, there will be 
order in the nation. If there is order in the nation, there will be peace in the world.” 



 
 


