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There are some among us whose words do not build peace, and whose attitudes do not 

foster peace. Because of the threat of armed terrorist and rebel groups, many of our communities 
constantly live in fear. "Make peace, not war!" "Guns are good, but we need peace." "Love is the 
strongest weapon in the battle for peace." Slogans are like a modern battle cry. They contain the 
right words to encourage us to keep up this fight, in spite all odds. They remind us for our 
beautiful wishes and dreams, and help us remain on track. They unite us in a common quest for a 
better world.  

There is the saying that goes, "If there is peace, there is unity." This unity is the desire 
and ability to live and work together. We give importance to unity; we are ready to recognize and 
welcome each and every person with all his or her unique qualities. We are willing to go along 
with all the men and women in the community, no matter how different and diverse we are. It is 
also a value that builds family and friends. Let there be peace on earth and let it begins with 
oneself. We are all brothers and sisters with one creator.  

We sometimes feel, however, that things, people, ways of thinking, and other conditions 
prevent us from "doing what we want," and, therefore, hinder our right to be free. One should 
know well the human right law. Ignorance of the law excuses no one. Even a baby inside the 
womb of a mother has already his or her right to live.  

As we live here in the Philippines, we encounter many rights to choose freely like the 
People Power Revolution, for example, we Filipinos asserted our right to line in freedom by 
supporting a movement to break away from allegiance to a government known for its 
long-standing dictatorial and corrupt rule. In this way we defend our own dignity to live free in 
peace and concern for others.  

God created us as free human persons, set apart from the rest creation, get charged with 
responsibly over it because we are made in the image and likeness of God. 

Human right is something we experience as persons-in our capacity to choose, in our 
individual choices, and in the persons we become through choices. As we grow up, we naturally 
gain more experience and more responsibilities. Because of this, some people are tempted to 
think that their rights ought to be limitless. They feel that they should be able to do whatever 
they want even if it destroys the true freedom of others. Every day of our lives, we are constantly 
making free choices. This capacity to choose from many different options will undoubtedly 
always be our primary experience of our own rights.  


