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Article III section 1 of the 1987 Ratified Constitution clear1y stipulates “No one is 
deprived of right, liberty and property, without due process of law", contends very strongly the 
basic human right of an individual. This has become the constitutional basis to the human rights 
issues we Filipinos talk about. As such, it becomes a guiding light to those who champion for 
their rights in the scale of justice. 

 
When we talk of peace and human rights; we talk about two elements of unity and 

national progress that we cannot dislodge from each other. Peace, as an offshoot to the provision 
of human rights is an essential Ingredient that contributes to a contented and happy life of every 
Filipino, peace that is in its true essence is the springboard to reconciliation and harmony.  

 
How sad It Is note that the human rights we fight for have been taken for granted or even 

worse, abused and deprived of by people in authority or even lawless elements of the society 
whose aim is personal gain and Interest. Life has become so cheap that even in our own homes 
we are not safe or secured. We could recall news on salvage, massacre, killings, brutality and 
tortures which have spared lives of individuals who were helpless because these callous 
individuals take their lives for an amount of money. For God sake, this is inhumanity. This is 
savagery, a violation to the most basic of all rights - the right to live. 

  
The song goes: Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. Such is a very 

inspiring line, which admonishes everyone to sow peace emanating from him. Thus it becomes a 
personal commitment to advocate peace in everything that we do every day. We are obliged to 
be ICONS of peace, as ambassadors of goodwill and peace advocate for better Zamboanga, for 
progressive Mindanao and for a united Philippines.  

 
This advocacy for peace is futile when the violation to human rights is still an issue under 

question. If I could recall the bombing of the Pentagon, the twin tower on September 11, 2001, I 
should say that I see a clear picture of Inhumanity. The World Trade Center had been bombed! 
And open-mouthed, the whole world felt a hair-raising sensation about the catastrophe. The 
United States of America has become a center or object of attack? The big name Osama Bin 
Laden was the culprit they claimed. This man was the hottest headline of that Infamous bombing 
In New York causing the lives of hundreds of Innocent civilians, who died without justice. Do 
we lay Justice I now a commodity with a price. In sheer Desperation, we only have God to seek 
refuge from. Look at how our human rights are violated? This is an issue that is left unattended 
or not given attention to because day after day the scenario of criminality and inhumanity is 
becoming worse.  

Last October 22, 2001 Senator Edgardo J. Angara, delivered a speech before the United 
Nations General Assembly In New York City. The speech centers on Peace in a time of 
malnutrition. Allow me to underscore an important excerpt of that speech:  



"The missing line to peace. The simple truth in that the transition to a culture of peace and non - 
violence requires sustainable economic' and social development. This is one of the core 
foundations to promote a culture 01 peace for our children. This is the missing link to peace." 
My friends, this is our weakest link. If I have to continue, Angara said: "we know that peace - 
building begins at home in our own countries. We must remain committed to peace through 
economic growth. With this, peace is attainable. This year marks the start of International decade 
for a culture of Peace and Non - Violence for the children of the World. And we Filipinos join 
the United Nations In that celebration of peace. It is a fitting time to speak to those who are 
generally the first victims of hostile, of violence, of poverty. Let us give peace a chance. When 
that happens, our problems with the violations of human rights shall be given priority. The world 
shall give importance to the divinity of life.  

We in the academe in particular, must become ICONS of peace, as we are purveyor and 
shapers of the students' future. And as ICONS, we say what we mean, and we practice it. When 
that happens, people will emulate our good examples. Our deeds must be worth emulation. We 
are like preachers who do what we preach to people. It Is Imperative that we imbibe in our 
students the right values that they can also sow for others. What we reap is what we planted or 
sow in our respective fields. It is our duty to develop the moral fibers of our students so they 
themselves will become peace weavers who would adhere to human right and rightfully abhor 
inhumanity and violence.  

 
The youth must be imbued with the values of purity, honesty, love, humility, loyalty, 

discipline and respect for the rights of Athens. We are all workers of peace advocates and 
promoter of tranquil life. There are many of us in this world, educators, policemen, doctors, 
engineers, nurses, computer experts, managers, bank tellers, students, out - of - school youth, 
rich or poor, Muslims or Christians, we are one in the attainment of world peace and in the 
promulgation of human rights, the basic and fundamental rights each one deserves to live with. 
The right to live, to talk, to speak, to worship God, to socialize, to go to school, and all the rest.  

 
Looking at the world today we become dismayed by evil works of people. We are 

saddened by the bad examples set by people who supposed to be models of good deeds. Leaders 
should inspire people, not to exasperate them with wicked works. There are lawmen that break 
laws. There are peace officers who seem to be trouble makers instead. Ironic. What is our stand 
to the promotion of peace? There are even religious people who seemingly preaches good words 
but whose deeds reflect the zeal of unrighteousness. And why should medical workers perform 
abortion when their mission is to save lives. Just because of a certain amount of money, one puts 
his reputation at stake? While tarnishing his name, he is risking the lives of the patient. How 
horrible. Why on earth do these things happen? because humans are materialistic. 

  
No one can ever redeem the world but the peace advocates and the workers for peace and 

unity. You and I can come together with our concerted effort to rally behind all these 
unrighteousness. If we cannot do these, then no one else can do it for us, but we can. We have 
the capacity to make things happen, in the name of peace, of justice, of the universal duty of man 
to protect human rights, everything is possible because when God is with us; miracle happens, 
and peace certainly reigns.  

 



Let us give peace a chance. That’s our battle - cry that could give way to reforms, to 
programs that would initiate changes in our system, especially so because the Philippines has a 
new thrust In Its governance and government under the newly elected president Benigno Aquino 
Jr. The realization of this dream of a peaceful Philippines will only be realized when our leaders 
would hold hands together to eradicate the perennial problems that violate human laws especially 
our fundamental human rights. It is about time to put an end to all these problems, and chaotic 
scenario that serve as stumbling block to our systems. All these directly affect every Filipino 
who aspires to live a happy and peaceful life, free from external restraint, free from crimes and 
inhumanity. The abuse and deprivation of human rights is a crucial Issue that cannot be solved 
overnight. This needs time and space to do the heeling of this nation which has suffered the 
illnesses of the society. Only we, the Filipinos can solve our problems. Only we can help each 
other to transform our scenario to a place when each one enjoys his human rights, where each 
Filipino lives in peace, unity and harmony. The time is now, and the place is here. For if we 
cannot share our part in giving remedy to our impending peace problems, everything has a 
domino effect, for we are like a human body that cannot work when a part of it is not feeling 
well. We are likened to a machine that cannot function well because a part of it is defective.  

 
Together with the reforms and peace agenda of the United Nations, the Philippines must 

work hard to combat violations of human rights, and establish genuine peace that would alleviate 
the lives of every Filipino citizen. If we could realize our dreams today then we can leave the 
tragic past and move forward to a brilliant future; for we cannot deny the fact that what we do 
now would be beneficial to our children and our children's children.  
 

There is a great reason to celebrate human rights because everyone is born with the 
inherent fundamental rights in life - to enjoy life, to express, to worship God, to be educated, and 
a lot more. These are gifts from God that everyone must enjoy. There is a great reunion to 
celebrate peace because this is the key to happiness, unity and progress. Let peace reign in every 
place in this world. Sprinkle peace in the family at home, in the community, in school, in the 
church, in the government, everywhere in our country and around the world.  
 

Let us live without fear with all the human rights we are entitled to. Let peace be our 
weapon and our shield in attuning this kind of life we aspire for.  

 
Let us all be An instrument of peace, and we shall conquer the world.  


